
Cliffside Stitches – Cross Stitch Tiles SAL 
Introduction and Templates
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Model stitched on 25-count “Stormy Clouds” Lugana, one over one, using DMC floss.
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Red and black (on 22-count Hardanger fabric) is a combination that is often found in traditional 
needlework. Coral shades (16-count aida using DMC 321, 356, 758, and 919) can give a terracotta 
look. White on dark blue (on 25-count evenweave) creates a lacy effect. Variegated thread (18-
count aida with Sulky 4011) is an easy way to add interest without needing to change thread. A 
selection of rich colors (DMC 351, 783, 3834, and 3850 on 20-count aida) may feel more modern. 

Slightly different templates can be used to create the overall grid, depending on how open or full 
you would like the design to appear. Three options are presented in this PDF. You can stitch the 
entire template before beginning, or you can stitch the framework as you go, along with each of 
the 36 motifs. Depending on your template choice, the stitch count and overall size will change.

Public domain images from the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

In traditional folk embroidery from around the world, typical motifs appear again and again. Some 
motifs are uniquely characteristic of specific regions; others seem to cross the globe, with the same 
motif appearing in very different times and places. The style of this cross-stitch sampler has been 
inspired by a wide variety of international folk motifs, but it is not meant to accurately reproduce 
any particular patterns. In some cases, a folk motif might be closely replicated; in most cases, 
however, the motifs have been adapted, embellished, or combined. The sampler has also been 
influenced by traditional tile designs, and the composition is meant to evoke the look of tilework.  

The sampler consists of 36 squares arranged in a 6 x 6 grid. The stitch count for each motif within 
the squares is 29 x 29. You can follow the stitched model exactly, or you could experiment with 
materials and layout. Everyone is encouraged to stitch a sampler that is uniquely theirs! 

The design has primarily been charted in a 4-color tile palette (three shades of blue and one red), 
but 2-color and monochrome options are also possible. Your choice of fabric and/or thread can 
create a variety of different effects, as can be seen in the examples shown below.
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Template 1: Open 

This template has no outlines around 
the individual motifs, and a 7-stitch-
wide, 4-color border surrounding the 
overall design. It creates a relatively 
light look for the sampler.  

Stitch count: 209 x 209. 

• Design size stitched on 14-count aida 
or 28-count evenweave: 
Approximately  15 x 15 inches. 

• Design size stitched on 16-count aida 
or 32-count evenweave: 
Approximately 13 x 13 inches. 

• Design size stitched on 18-count aida 
or 36-count evenweave: 
Approximately 11½ x 11½ inches. 

Note: The motif shown here is not included in the SAL; it is merely meant to give an idea of the 
general appearance. You can, however, use it as a substitute for any square that you don’t like. 
The border surrounding the design could be stitched in monochrome for a stronger frame effect.
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Template 2: Medium
This template has backstitch outlines 
around the individual motifs, with a 5-
stitch-wide, 4-color border surrounding 
the overall design. It creates a medium-
weight look for the sampler.  

Stitch count: 210 x 210. 

• Design size stitched on 14-count aida 
or 28-count evenweave: 
Approximately  15 x 15 inches. 

• Design size stitched on 16-count aida 
or 32-count evenweave: 
Approximately 13 x 13 inches. 

• Design size stitched on 18-count aida 
or 36-count evenweave: 
Approximately 11½ x 11½ inches. 

Note: The motif shown here is not included in the SAL; it is merely meant to give an idea of the 
general appearance. You can, however, use it as a substitute for any square that you don’t like. 
The border surrounding the design could be stitched in monochrome for a stronger frame effect.
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Template 3: Full

This template has a block outline 
around the individual motifs, and a 7-
stitch-wide, 4-color border surrounding 
the overall design. It creates a denser 
and fuller look for the sampler.  

Stitch count: 219 x 219. 

• Design size stitched on 14-count aida 
or 28-count evenweave: 
Approximately  15½ x 15½ inches. 

• Design size stitched on 16-count aida 
or 32-count evenweave: 
Approximately 13½ x 13½ inches. 

• Design size stitched on 18-count aida 
or 36-count evenweave: 
Approximately 12¼ x 12¼ inches. 

Note: The motif shown here is not included in the SAL; it is merely meant to give an idea of the 
general appearance. You can, however, use it as a substitute for any square that you don’t like. 
The border surrounding the design could be stitched in monochrome for a stronger frame effect.
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Monochrome and Two-Color Borders

Note: You could also choose to omit an outer border entirely, or to substitute something simpler: 
a single block line surrounding all the squares, a dotted line, a series of tiny squares, etc. Just 
make sure to plan it out carefully so that your border will fit the template you are using.

Monochrome

Open

Medium

Full

Two-Color

Open

Medium

Full
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Sample Square
This motif isn’t included in the SAL, but you can substitute it for any square that you don’t like.

Mono- 
chrome

Two- 
color

Four- 
color



Number Name
DMC 311 Medium Navy Blue

DMC 3760 Wedgwood
DMC 813 Light Blue
DMC 816 Garnet

Cross Stitch Tiles SAL

Cliffside Stitches 
traditional designs for modern times

cliffsidestitches.com 
cliffsidestitches@gmail.com

NOTES 

There are no fractional stitches in this pattern.  
You can use aida or evenweave/linen. 

Suggested terracotta colorway substitutions:  
DMC 311 = 919 / DMC 3760 = 356 / DMC 813 = 758 / DMC 816 = 321 

If  you choose to do backstitch outlines around each motif,  
you can use a single strand of floss, or two strands for a more pronounced line.  

When preparing your fabric make sure that you have enough to leave  
a 2-3” blank border around all sides of the design for finishing. 


